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THE PROFESSION & THE PROGRAM  

Practical nursing is a vocation whose members are essential to the health care team.  Practical nurses provide 
individualized care in a variety of health care settings such as long-term care, hospitals, home health, doctor's offices 
and other community settings.  Licensed practical nurses (LPNs) care for the sick, injured, convalescent and disabled 
under the direction of a registered nurse, nurse practitioner, licensed physician, dentist, or other independent health 
care provider recognized by the State Board of Nursing.  

Most LPNs provide basic bedside care for clients with commonly occurring health problems with predictable 
outcomes.  They provide personal care, take vital signs such as blood pressure, apply dressings, monitor intravenous 
fluids, insert catheters and nasogastric tubes, and administer tube feedings and oral and injectable medications.  LPNs 
collect data and contribute to the establishment of nursing care plans, implement teaching plans, and contribute to the 
evaluation of clients' needs and progress.    

The Code of Ethics for nursing demands of nurses, and the RCC Practical Nursing (PN) program requires of students, 
a high level of integrity, ethical behavior, and emotional stability.  According to the Oregon State Board of Nursing 
(OSBN), the safe and effective practice of nursing requires integrity, accuracy, and honesty in the provision of care, 
including reporting changes in patient condition, acknowledging errors in practice and reporting them promptly, 
accurate charting, and implementing care as ordered.  

The RCC PN program is approved by the Oregon State Board of Nursing.  This limited-entry program, nine months 
in length (following prerequisite completion, the application/selection process and preparatory course completion), 
begins in January and ends in mid-September and is based on the Table Rock Campus near White City.  Classroom, 
skills lab, and clinical courses run over four to five days per week, with clinical courses scheduled for days which 
vary from term to term.  The program meets the educational requirements of the OSBN for eligibility for the national 
licensure exam for practical nurses (NCLEX-PN), and provides the community with competent entry-level practical 
nurses for a variety of health care settings. 

Internet and email access are integral parts of all practical nursing courses and access to a computer (at home or at the 
College) will be required on a daily basis.  Required quizzes and assignments completed outside the classroom 
typically utilize the various tools of Rogue Online (Blackboard), the college’s distance learning platform.  The 
minimum Computing and Internet Access Requirements for Rogue Online are listed below: 

Aside from a thorough understanding of your computer operating system, you must meet or exceed the following 
requirements to succeed in Rogue Online classes:  

Windows PC 
• A PC running Windows 7 or higher  
• Firefox 37 (Internet Explorer is not supported for Blackboard) 

Macintosh 
• 10.8 or higher  
• FireFox 37 
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General requirements 
• RAM at or above operating system recommendations 
• DSL or cable recommended  
• An Internet service provider (ISP)  
• A word processing package (Microsoft Word is a RCC standard, but OpenOffice can substitute)  

Assignments, quizzes and communication are often completed using computers. Exams are criterion-referenced and 
knowledge is compared to a set standard, not to how other students perform on the test.  Knowledge and 
comprehension level questions will be the minority of questions on exams.  Being able to remember and understand 
information is a basic way of learning.  However, while this type of knowledge is important and undergirds the 
other levels of knowledge, it alone is not enough to guarantee the provision of safe nursing care.  Two-thirds or 
more of program exams will typically involve application, judgment, and/or evaluation.  The ability of the practical 
nursing student to make decisions about patient care at these high levels of knowledge is the best indication of 
thought processes required to meet the needs of clients for the promotion, maintenance, and restoration of health.  

STUDENTS REQUIRING ACADEMIC OR TESTING ACCOMMODATIONS  

Any student who feels that he or she may need academic accommodations for a disability, such as vision, hearing, 
orthopedic, learning disabilities, psychological or other medical conditions, should make an appointment with the 
Disability Services Office.  For more information, go to http://web.roguecc.edu/disability-services.   
 
STUDENT APPLICATION ELIGIBILITY 
 
Enrollment is limited to 16 students, selected on a point basis from typically 50-60 applicants, and application 
eligibility is determined on the following basis.  
 

To be eligible for consideration for admission to the Practical Nursing program in January of 2018, the following 
conditions must have been met by 5:00 p.m. SEPTEMBER 8, 2017:  

 
1. An application form must be completed (with attachment of copy of either CNA course completion or Oregon 

State Board of Nursing issued CNA verification of certification if state test passed before application 
deadline) and submitted to the RCC Enrollment Services Office (Attention: Barbara Wicks, Jo Building) at 
Redwood Campus, 3345 Redwood Hwy., Grants Pass, OR 97527. 

 
2. All prerequisites must be completed with a "C" or better ("Passing" is acceptable for nursing assistant course; 

and Passing must be equal to C; see the graduation guide in the 2017/18 college catalog for program 
admission requirements in 2018 and note time limits for some courses) or appropriate course substitution 
forms must be on file in the Enrollment Services Office. (If a student tests above MTH65 on the college 
placement test and elects not to take MTH65, a higher math course must be completed prior to the application 
deadline.)  If any required course is repeated, only the most recent grade will be considered for the selection 
process (although selection points are not awarded for A&P if repeated).  Applicants must have a minimum 
2.0 cumulative GPA (for all courses completed at RCC, or at the college where anatomy and physiology was 
completed if the applicant is new to RCC) and be in good standing (not on academic probation or suspension) 
to be eligible. Applications cannot be processed for any student who has a financial hold at RCC unless that 
hold is cleared by the application deadline and remains clear throughout the application/selection process. 

 
3. Official transcripts for classes a student has completed elsewhere must be on file in the Enrollment Services 

Office before the application deadline. Students who do not submit all official transcripts from previous 
regionally accredited colleges or universities attended will not be eligible for anatomy and physiology “non-
repeat” points. 

http://web.roguecc.edu/disability-services
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4. If a course taken at an institution other than RCC has a name or number or credit hour different from that 

appearing on the RCC Practical Nursing graduation guide, the applicant must submit the online Transfer 
Credit Evaluation request available at www.roguecc.edu/TransferCreditRequest  or obtain a course 
substitution from the appropriate department chairs as far in advance of the application deadline as possible. 

 
 5. Applicants must contact the program administrative assistant between June 1 and September 8 to reserve a 

seat for the essay/HSRT assessment session (probable dates September 20 or 21, 2017, see the application, 
available on the PN website—for times and location).  Any accommodation request must be made through the 
Disability Services office to the program director by the September 8 application deadline. All tests must be 
taken on the TRC campus on the dates listed on the application. 

 
See Selection Point document on website for more information. 
In compliance with state and federal laws, Rogue Community College does not discriminate on the basis of race, 
religion, color, national origin, age, sex, veteran status, marital status, sexual orientation, genetic information, 
disability or any other characteristic protected by federal, state or local laws in employment, or in any of its 
educational programs or services. For information about Rogue’s policy of non-discrimination, contact the Title IX 
compliance coordinator at (541) 245-7632. 
 
If a student applies but is not accepted into the program, or is accepted but does not enroll for the term to which they 
have been accepted, the student must re-apply to be considered for admission the following year, and must meet the 
Graduation Guide entry requirements for that year.    

 
 

PROGRESSION, RE-ENTRY OR TRANSFER: 
 
Courses required for graduation of students who are accepted to enter the program in the winter are listed on the 
graduation guide. Practical Nursing courses must be taken in sequence.  Each Practical Nursing course is offered only 
one time each program year.  Both the classroom and clinical components of each practical nursing course must be 
passed for the course to be passed. Students must complete all courses in this program with a grade of "C" or better 
(and an overall GPA of 2.0) to continue in and complete the program, receive their certificate, and be eligible to take 
the national licensure exam (NCLEX-PN).  To pass the theory/didactic portion of a practical nursing course, students 
must attain a cumulative (average) score of 75% or higher on all written exams and once that is achieved points for 
required assignments and quizzes will be added and an overall cumulative score will be calculated. An overall 
cumulative score of 75% or higher is then required for a passing grade. Attendance and safe performance at the 
expected level, including consistent demonstration of all the Technical Standards (including behavioral), as well as 
passing a dosage calculation exam at 80% each term is required to earn a passing grade in the clinical courses.  
 
If a student leaves the program before successful completion, re-entry is not guaranteed. Students who left the 
program and apply to re-enter at the beginning of the program are understood to be requesting to repeat previously 
completed courses for full tuition. The OSBN requires classroom (theory) and clinical content to be concurrent, and 
any student returning to the program must repeat all PN courses within the term of re-entry and meet any criteria set 
forth in an exit letter or letter of dismissal. 
 
When considering any request/application for re-entry at any point other than the beginning of the program, or 
transfer into the RCC Practical Nursing Program, faculty will discuss and prioritize the request for entry into the 
available spaces based on the following criteria. (Available spaces means fewer than 16 students are currently 
enrolled in the program.) Applications for transfer cannot receive final consideration until completion of Practical 
Nursing coursework leading up to requested term of entry and completion of a comparison of previously completed 
Practical Nursing coursework by the program director shows equivalency with RCC Practical Nursing coursework.  

http://www.roguecc.edu/TransferCreditRequest
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Applications must be submitted by the beginning of the term containing the courses which the student had completed. 
If re-entry or transfer students are accepted, their course content knowledge and clinical skills will be evaluated by an 
instructor (in NUR 100 or other required course) and continuation in the program will be dependent on satisfactory 
skills performance. 
 
Applicants for re-entry or transfer into the program will only be considered if application is made for re-entry within 
one year of previous exit. Students who have failed any practical nursing course will not be considered for transfer 
and students who have failed more than once (or failed any two practical nursing courses) will not be considered for 
admission or re-entry to the program. (Withdrawal from the program when one’s status is failing in either classroom 
or clinical or on clinical probation will be considered the same as having failed the course with regards to re-entry or 
transfer application.) If a student is dismissed from the program because of serious or multiple breaches of patient 
safety or professionalism or failure to follow facility or program policy, the student will not have the option of re-
entry to the program. 
 
Priority in all categories will be given to the student with highest grade point average in completed PN courses. If 
needed, a tiebreaker would be the cumulative GPA for all Practical Nursing program courses (general education and 
practical nursing).  Applicants will be prioritized/rank ordered in 4 categories (of descending priority) for available 
positions.  
 
Categories: 

 
1 = Returning students who left the RCC PN Program in good standing within the past year or who failed (or were 

failing) only one theory course. (Note: Good standing means passing theory grade at or above 75% and/or 
meeting competencies in clinical/lab, including passing dosage calculation exam - for point in program. 
Probation or involvement in other disciplinary process does not equal good standing.) 

 
2 = Transfer students who left their previous Practical Nursing Program less than a year prior to transfer and were 

in good standing. (Note: Good standing must be reflected on their college transcripts and verified in writing 
by the program director of their former school of practical nursing. Verification must include hours and type 
of clinical experiences completed and documented clinical evaluation. The number of practical nursing 
courses completed equivalent to the RCC program will be determined by faculty review. Students will only be 
considered for transfer if they would, by the end of the program, be able to meet RCC’s requirements of a 
minimum of 12 credits toward the certificate at RCC and attendance the final term before the certificate is 
awarded.)   

 
3 = Returning students who left or were dismissed due to failing clinical (but were not dismissed because of 

serious or multiple breaches of patient safety or professionalism). Re-entry will only be considered after 
faculty review of any submitted information indicating reasonable expectation of improvement in clinical 
performance. 

 
(Note: Applicants with certification or license encumbered e.g. probation, etc., by the OSBN or any State Board of 
Nursing must communicate such to the program director, and Board of Nursing stipulations will be considered in the 
decision as to whether to allow entry, re-entry or transfer.) 
 
If accepted, returning students will be admitted to the appropriate term (the first term with content that had not been 
completed when they left the program the previous year). Any applicant who failed or was dismissed from a PN 
course will have to meet any criteria set forth in a letter of dismissal and must re-enter all practical nursing courses in 
the specified term.   
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PRIOR TO ENTRY:  

Those students accepted into the Practical Nursing program for the winter of 2018 will be notified by email by 
November 21, 2017.  

As indicated on the Graduation Guide, to retain acceptance and be admitted to the first nursing course in January 
2018, accepted students will be required to show proof of current CNA-1 certification in Oregon valid through 
November 1 by November 1, 2017.  Students must have successfully completed an approved computer science class, 
CS120 or above (or documented computer proficiency) within the past 10 years, WR 121 English Composition I, and 
BI 122 Elementary Anatomy and Physiology II (or BI 233 if BI 231 and 232 were used as prerequisites) including lab 
within 7 year time limit by end of fall term 2017 in order to enroll in PN 101.  (Note that BI 122 is typically offered 
by the Science Department at the Riverside Campus in fall, but may be cancelled if there is low enrollment.) Students 
must also provide proof an approved CPR course (see Graduation Guide) has been completed since September 2016. 
(CPR certification must remain current throughout the Practical Nursing Program.) 

Prior to entry into the program, accepted students must provide evidence of meeting the Practical Nursing program's 
immunization and tuberculosis testing requirements (specific information will be provided with acceptance letters).  

Students should be aware that clinical experiences are scheduled at several sites in the Rogue Valley either in 
Medford or in Grants Pass typically beginning at 6:00 a.m., and they must expect to travel to all the sites over the 
course of the program.  Clinical experiences will occur during the day for most terms (with client selection and 
preparation usually occurring on the day before clinical) in a long-term care or acute care setting.  The final clinical 
rotation (during summer post session in September) is a practicum experience in which students are matched with a 
staff LPN or RN (Clinical Teaching Associate), typically in a long-term care setting, and students may have clinicals 
scheduled for 8 or 12 hour shifts on days, evenings, or nights and on weekends or holidays.  Practical Nursing 
classes, labs, and clinicals typically involve 20-30 hours of attendance per week and another 30-40 hours of 
study/preparation/assignments for a 60 hour commitment to the program per week.  Meeting these requirements may 
mean that students will need to adjust employment and family responsibilities.  Students may not work the shift 
immediately preceding a clinical rotation because of the potential impact on safe client care.     

Students should be aware that if accepted into the practical nursing program they will be required to comply with 
Practical Nursing Student Handbook policies and sign an agreement to follow policies in order to continue in the 
program.  Instructors distribute and review the content of the Handbook on the required orientation days (in 
December).  Instructor evaluation of students’ CNA skills will also be scheduled early in the first PN skills clinical 
course. 

Accepted students must disclose all past criminal history and undergo and pass a criminal history background check 
and urine drug screen, provide proof of required immunizations and CPR prior to entering the program to retain 
acceptance.  Information regarding both can be found on the program website and will be provided to students before 
winter practical nursing classes begin.  
 

 

This information reflects an accurate picture of the program offered at Rogue Community College at the time of 
publication (7/2017).  However, conditions may change.  Therefore, the college must reserve the right to make any 
necessary changes in the program description, costs, policies, or curriculum.  Questions should be directed to the 
Practical Nursing Program, (541) 956-7308.    
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